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B. OPENING PROCEDURES  
 

 B.1 Pledge of Allegiance 

 B.2 Welcome and Meeting Procedures 

 B.3 Roll Call 

 B.4 Presentation of Student Board Representative from Gompers High School 

 B.5 Report/Ratification of Closed Session 

* B.6 Agenda Review and Adoption (Public Comment)  

* B.7 Minutes:  May 6, 2015 

* B.8 Request to Address the Board – Ken Ryan 

* B.9 WCCUSD Public Comment 

 

Members of the public are invited to speak to the Board about any matter that is not otherwise on the 

agenda and is related to issues affecting public education in the WCCUSD.  Approximately 30 minutes 

will be allocated for this item.  If there are more requests to speak than can be heard within this time 

limit, “WCCUSD Public Comment” will continue after Item G.  Individuals wishing to speak must 

submit a “WCCUSD Public Comment” form prior to the beginning of this item on the agenda. 

 

Depending on the number of persons who wish to speak, from one to three minutes will be allocated to 

each speaker at the discretion of the President of the Board in order to accommodate as many speakers 

as possible.  The Board cannot dialogue on any issues brought before it by the public that have not been 
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for the groups viewing.  At a meeting with the staff on May 12, 2015 the group reached consensus based 

on two possible starting dates. 

 

The calendars provided tonight provide a modified schedule for: 

 

A) Start date of August 31, 2105.  This would require making up 5 days of instruction.  This is the 

most desired by the group. 

 

B) Start date of September 8, 2015.  This would require making up 10 days of instruction. 

 

 Recommendation: 

Recommend Approval 

 

 Fiscal Impact: 

 None 

 

*CI C.9 Ratification and Approval of Engineering Services Contracts 

 

 Comment: 

Contracts have been initiated by staff using previously qualified consulting, engineering, architectural, 

or landscape architectural firms to assist in completion of the referenced projects.  Many of the firms are 

already under contract and the staff-initiated work may be an extension of the firm’s existing contract 

with the District.  Public contracting laws have been followed in initially qualifying and selecting these 

professionals. 

 

 Recommendation: 

 Ratify and approve contracts 

 

 Fiscal Impact: 

 Total for this action: $372,008.  Funding sources are Bond Fund, and Fund 40. 

 

*CI C.10 Ratification of Negotiated Change Orders 

 

 Comment: 

Staff is seeking ratification of Change Orders on the following current District construction projects:  

Pinole MS New Playfield; Sylvester Greenwood Academy & LPS; Harding ES Exterior Repairs & 

Roof; Korematsu MS New Building.  Change Orders are fully executed by the District upon signature 

by the Superintendent’s designee.  Board ratification is the final step required under state law in order to 

complete payment and contract adjustment. 

 

In accordance with Public Contract Code 20118.4, the Board, by ratifying these Change Orders, finds 

that it would have been futile to publicly bid the work in question because of the tight time frames to 

complete this work without affecting the operations of the District, and that the public is best served by 

having this work completed by the contractor on the project. 

 

 Recommendation: 

 Ratify negotiated Change Orders as noted 
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*CI C.13 Appointment to the Citizens Bond Oversight Committee 
 

 Comment: 

Valerie Cuevas is recommending the appointment of Tom Panas to the Citizens Bond Oversight 

Committee.  

 

 Recommendation: 

 That the Board appoint Tom Panas as Ms. Cuevas’s representative on the CBOC 

 

 Fiscal Impact: 

 None 

 

D. AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS, AND REPORTS 

 

* D.1 Gold Ribbon Award / Gates Millennium Scholar Recognition 

 

 Comment: 

We would like to recognize and congratulate DeAnza High School students, staff, and parents for 

receiving the 2015 California Ribbon Schools Award.  DeAnza is 1 out of 180 high schools that have 

been honored under the state's new Gold Ribbon Schools Awards Program, which is temporarily 

taking the place of the California Distinguished Schools Program.  This award is a direct reflection of 

the dedication, hard work, and vision of the school’s educational community.   

 

Schools applied for the award based on a model program their school has adopted that includes 

standards-
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* D.2 Ivy League Summer Programs: Students from El Cerrito High School, Pinole Valley High  

School, Hercules High School, De Anza High School, John F. Kennedy High School, 

Richmond High School and Middle College High School will participate in college readiness 

programs offered at respective Ivy League Universities 
 

 Comment: 

The Ivy League Connection program has been an integral college awareness program in the West Contra 

Costa Unified School District for the last ten years.  Each year, students at our respective high schools 

participate in an extensive application and interview process in order to gain acceptance into a summer 

program at an Ivy League or nationally recognized highly selective university.  The Ivy League 

Connection program has grown tremendously over the years as a result of the contributions from 

numerous benefactors and corporations who are vested in providing educational opportunities for our 

students.  This summer, West Contra Costa Unified School District will be sending thirty-three students to 

various Ivy League universities including: Cornell University, Columbia University, Brown University, 

the University of Pennsylvania, Vanderbilt University and the University of Chicago. The school district is 

proud to honor these outstanding students for their determination and willingness to accept this unique 

challenge, and we are confident that they will serve as positive ambassadors representing the West Contra 

Costa Unified School District. 

 

The District would like to thank the following sponsors for their contributions:   

The Seville Group Hamilton + Aitken Architects Baker Vilar Architects 

HMC Architects  Backstrom McCarley Berry & 

Co., LLC 

Piper Jaffray & Co 

AE3Partners Plumbers & Steamfitters 

Local 342 

Stifel Financial Advisors 

Interactive Resources 
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 Recommendation: 

 For Information Only 

  

 Fiscal Impact: 

 None 

 

* D.3 
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Representatives of the following committees and employee unions are invited to provide a brief update 

to the Board.  Representatives from these groups need to sign up to speak prior to the beginning of this 

item on the agenda by submitting a “Request to Address the Board” form.  Five minutes may be allowed 

for each subcommittee or group listed below: 

 
Academic Subcommittee Safety and School Climate Committee 

Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee School Supervisors Association Local 21 

College and Career Readiness Academies Technology Subcommittee 

Community Budget Advisory Committee 
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Food Services Aide/Clerk is a reduction in the workday for one employee due to program needs at the 

school site and is consistent with other Food Services Aide/Clerks at other school sites.  There is one 

vacant position that will also be reduced due to program needs at the school site.  

 

Tutors (Graduate and Graduate - Bilingual) are being reduced in the number of hours as they were not 

included in the LCFF for the 2015-16 school year.  The budget from the school site can only fund less 

hours for these classifications.  This reduction in hours impacts four employees. 

 

Classroom Support Aides positions are being reduced at school sites due to School Improvement Grant 

(SIG) 
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The Board and the public must have the opportunity to see the number of Emergency and Limited 

Assignment permits that the District reasonable expects to request in each category and to understand the 

reasons for such requests.  This resolution will provide the District with assignment options of a temporary 

nature when a teacher with an appropriate credential is not available to the district. 

 

The options are only available to teachers who hold a current basic credential. 

 

 Recommendation: 

Recommend Approval 

 

 Fiscal Impact: 

 None 

 

* F.4 Harmon Knolls, 2853 Groom Drive, Richmond, CA 
 

 Comment: 

On May 6, 2015 the Board did not award the demolition bid for the portable buildings formerly used as the 

Harmon Knolls site.  The site is approximately 9 acres and is located south of Hilltop Mall and west of I-

80.  The property is adjacent to single family residences to south and east, a park to west, and is zoned for 

single family development.  The final use of the property, if not used as a school, is subject to the City of 

Richmond planning and approval procedures.  A California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) analysis 

would likely be required for any use of the property.  The site was last used by La Cheim School, Inc. and 

has been vacant since 2013.  The portable buildings consisting of approximately 15,000 s.f. are 

approximately 50 years old and the foundations, plumbing/mechanical and electrical infrastructure are 

deteriorated. 

 

Potential uses for the land could be to utilize it for a future district use as identified through the upcoming 

Facilities Master Plan process or consider it for lease and/or sale at a later date.  An outright sale, or lease 

exceeding 30-days, requires a surplus property proceeding which includes first priority to charter schools 

to either lease or purchase the property and to, secondly, offer to sell it to public entities per the Education 

Code.  Due to the lengthy procedures and 7-
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G. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

* G.1 
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At 10:00 PM, any items remaining on the agenda that require immediate attention will be moved to this 

time.  All other items will be tabled to another or the following Board meeting in order to make fair and 

attentive decisions.  The meeting will adjourn at 10:30 PM.  The meeting may be extended by a majority 

vote of the Board of Education. 

 
The public may address items which are marked with an asterisk (*). 
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- Local One 

- School Supervisors Association 

- WCCAA 

 

c. Unrepresented Employees 

- Confidential and Management 

 

7. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT 

 

Extending Learning Administrative Appointments 

Coordinator  

 

8. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION (Government Code Section 54957) 

 

9. STUDENT DISCIPLINE (Education Code Section 35146) 

 

 Expulsions  

 

10. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE/COMPLAINT 

(Government Code Section 54957) 

 

Resolution No. 77-1415 Non-Reelection of Probationary Certificated Employees 

 

11. REPORT OF CLOSED SESSION ACTIONS 


